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ROBERT A. GRAY. 

1835—1918. 

Robert A. Gray was bom of Scotch-Irish parentage in 
County Donegal, Ireland, Oct. 16, 1835, and died at his home 
in Blue Mound, HI., at 6 o'clock Thursday morning, Dec. 5, 
1918 ; being just 83 years of age. When a lad of 16 he came to 
this country with his now aged sister, Mrs. Sarah J. Martin of 
St. Louis, Mo., and his brother, the late William A. Gray in the 
went out to the neighborhood of Edwardsville, 111., where by 
unusual energy he succeeded in fitting himself to each school. 
Here, also, he renewed acquaintance with the Blackburn fam- 
ily who had formerly been old neighbors in Ireland, and on 
January 24, 1861, was united in marriage to Martha Black- 
bum. 

Mr. Gray taught school and farmed in Madison county 
until 1874, when he moved with his family to Christian county 
and settled on the farm now known as the old homestead 
northwest of town. While residing on the farm he served his 
township and county well for many years as an efficient mem- 
ber of the board of supervisors and became one of the best 
known and most highly respected men of the county and in 
consequence was elected in 1886 to the State legislature, 
where he rendered creditable and valuable service for this 
district for two terms. In legislative halls he became known 
as a man unusually well informed on historical, political or 
economic subjects and a man of unquestioned honesty and 
integrity who would strenuously oppose anything that sav- 
ored of political trickery or crookedness. 

From 1891 until 1895 Mr. Gray was a trustee of the Illi- 
nois State Historical Library. The following clipping written 
at the time of his resignation of that trusteeship shows his 
service in that capacity : ** During Mr. Gray *s term the direc- 
tors of the library have added 4,000 rare and valuable books 
to the collection, all bearing upon the history of Illinois and 
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the territory of which it is composed. A little reflection will 
disclose the magnitude of the work, a large part of which fell 
upon Mr. Gray. ' ' Not only was he a life-long student of re- 
markable memory, but he was a writer of no little merit. 

A great number of his articles and a few poems sent to 
the newspapers he signed Querques. One such poem entitled 
^* There's but One Pair of Stockings to Mend Tonight," is 
published in Edward's Reader as an anonymous production. 

Following the death of a little daughter, Mary, at the 
age of three, Mr. Gray wrote a poem entitled ^'Mary." Of 
this poem Eugene Field said, *4t is one of the finest produc- 
tions in the English language." Among his other poems are 
** Logan", written during the debate in the House on the 
Logan Monument Bill. ^^To My Wife," written on the occa- 
sion of his fortieth wedding anniversary; **A Bobby Burns 
Poem," *' Birthday of Robert Burns," and several other 
poems. 

In the Publication No. 9 of the Historical Library of Illi- 
nois is a paper entitled *^The Scotch-Irish in America," read 
before the Illinois Historical Association held in Bloomington 
in 1904. 

Mr. Gray was for many years an honored member of the 
Blue Mound Masonic lodge and was also a prominent official 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian church of Blue Mound until 
that- church was disbanded a few years ago. The members 
of his family bereaved by his death are an aged sister living 
in St. Louis, his life-time companion and helpmate, Mrs. Gray, 
and the following children: William A., of Labelle, Mo., 
Mrs. W. H. Walley of Decatur, John K., of Blue Mound, Mrs. 
C. S. Burdick of Prairieton township, Christian county, 
Robert H. of Blue Mound, Mrs. Frank Long, Mt. Auburn, 
Sarah, at home, James M. of Oregon, Frank S. of Morgan 
Park, 111., and Edna B. of Riverside, HI. There were also 
Joseph S., who died in 1907, and two children who died in in- 
fancy. Seventeen grandchildren are also left. A very large 
circle of friends will feel they have suffered a personal loss in 
his death. A good man and valuable citizen has gone from 
among us whose virtues young men would do well to emulate. 

Funeral services were held Friday afternoon at 1 o'clock 
at the residence, conducted by Rev. A. N. Simmons, pastor of 
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the M. E. church. The singing was by a quartette consisting 
of Mr. and Mrs. Dan Zittrell, Mrs. Dora Denny and Eobt. 
McClure. Burial was at the Hall cemetery. 



